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NEW FACES TO OUR DEPARTMENT!

Dr. Ross McCauley, a post-
doctoral researcher from
Mexico, will join the Biol-
ogy Department teaching
Botany. His research is
focused primarily in the
areas of systematics and
ecology of vascular plants.
He received his Ph.D. from
Ohio University in Athens,
Ohio. He and his wife,
Aurea, will arrive some-
time in July. Ross will
teach classes previously
taught by Dr. David
Jamieson who retired after
30 years at Fort Lewis
College.

PROFESSORD

Three faculty members will
spend a part of their sum-
mer attending the Council

of Public Liberal Arts Col-
leges Faculty Summer Insti-
tute in UNC- Asheville. Drs.
Shere Byrd, John Condie,

and Cathy Hartney will at-
tend this y e
which is focused on biology.
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EWS

Dr. Maureen Brandon will
take over this summer as
the new dean of the
School of Natural and
Behavioral Sciences at
Fort Lewis College. She will
replace the retiring Dr.
John Ninnemann.

Dr. Brandon is currently
serving as the interim
dean of Idaho State Uni-
versityods
and Sciences after being
associate dean for three
years. She is also an asso-
ciate professor in the De-
partment of Biological
Sciences.

She hol ds a
degree in microbiology
from Purdue University,
and a
Ph.D. in biochemistry from
The George Washington
University.

S S UIMNSE R

Shere Byrd will be attend-
ing the NIH Career Sympo-
sium April 9th, in Bethesda
Maryland. She will be par-
ticipating in a panel discus-
s i o ®redpminantly Un-
dergraduate Institutions:
What Do Faculty Do
dheéseméeting
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Dr. Brandon will officially
assume her new position
in July 2008 -reprinted from
the FLC Messenger
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Students in Dr.
Microbiology lab.

ol mi s s

and teaching at

Fort Lewi s!
-Dr. Preston

Somers

December Senior Seminar students at
their presentations.
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A NOTE FROM DR.
EMERITUS

PROFESSOR,

"l retired in 2004, and my
wife, Judy, and | moved to
the coast of North Carolina
to live near her parents
who are elderly and need
some help. We do have
opportunities to enjoy the

L larBathisd §pérfél §me boat-

ing in the nearby water-
ways and walking on the
white sandy beaches of
the barrier islands and in a
local wildlife

area consisting

of poccosins and longleaf
pine savannahs. Travel is
also an important compo-
nent of our retirement,
and we have visited much
of the Atlantic Seaboard
from New York State to

Du r apyigath the past three

years. We also get away

0 to the Caribbean each

winter for some SCUBA
diving and a vacation with
our sons and their wives. |
have always enjoyed pho-

BIOLOGY CLUB

The Biology club is the
student organization fo-
cused on community ser-
vice, environmental con-
servation and a true dedi-
cation to nerdy science
stuff. We hold monthly
meetings to discuss cur-
rent fundraisers and
events that are taking
place on campus and in
the Durango community.

SOMERS

tography, and recently |
have become very enthusi-
astic about digital photog-
raphy and typically take
hundreds of pictures per
week. In addition to land-
scapes, | concentrate on
flowers, plants, and the
occasional insect, amphib-
ian, reptile, or bird. Mam-
malian subjects are usu-
ally limited to my relatives
and our dog. Recently we
have volunteered to help
in a research project on
the reproduction of oysters
in the local estuaries.

That will be exciting; we
will have a monitoring
station at Judy's parents'
pier and will measure and
record environmental fac-
tors and count the number
of young oysters that colo-
nize some ceramic tiles
that we will immerse in the
water. The tiles will be
exposed for a month at a

NEWS

Meetings are entertaining
and well attended due to
general interest and a
food incentive. Not even
the smell of mothballs in
Berndt 700 can stop us
from eating and enjoying
each others company.

After a brief lull in activ-
ity the past few years, the
FLC Biology Club and the
Tri-BETA Biological Honor
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time, and we will count the
new oysters at the end of
the month, clean the tiles,
and return them to the
water. The study will last a
year and will yield much
data on the reproduction
of oysters as well as other
mollusks and also barna-
cles. Asyou can tell, | am
still a biologist at heart,
and | always will be. | miss
Durango and teaching at
Fort Lewis, and we plan to
return someday to our
hometown of 35 years. In
the meantime, we are
enjoying life here despite
the lack of snow!"

Society (Epsilon-Upsilon
chapter) is back on track
with our benevolent and
charismatic leader, presi-
dent Leah
Linder. Currently on the
agenda we are holding
elections for next semes-
terds
fact that we have many
graduating seniors and we
need to be
(continued on p. 3)
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ALUMNI TIBITS

* Brendon
(2006) is working for
Laboratories At Bon-
fils (LABS, Inc) in the
Infectious Disease
Department with
classmate David
VanSant (2005).

*  Corrie Welch (1999)
is a student of Veteri-
nary Medicine and
Biomedical Sciences
at Colorado State
University and has
been matched for a
small animal rotating

VOLUME

06 N e a Imedicine and surgery

internship at Oregon
State University Vet-
erinary School for one
year.

*  Ray Padilla (1986) is
working as a lab man-
ager/supervisor in
Taos, NM.

*  Steve Clark (1964) is
a retired teacher from
the Monterey
Academy of Oceano-
graphic Science .

WHAT OUR STUDENTS ARE DOING

*  Sara Bombaci, Senior,
was a finalist in the
Natur e
Annual photo contest!
See her picture at
http://
support.nature.org/
site/PageServer?
pagename=bestnatur
€2007_ph6! Con-
gratulations, Sara!

*  Congratulations to the
following students

BIOLOGY CLUB

leaving the club in good
hands. Other end-of-
semester activities include
the annual plant sale
(plants courtesy of the FLC
greenhouse) and a river
trail cleanup downtown
Durango. We have also
ordered reusable grocery
bags, made from recycled
plastic bags, which will be
sold at local merchants to

who were chosen by
the faculty as out-

Co n s e r standiegyBiglagy Stu-

dents for the 07-08
school year: Seniors-
Chandra Kluk, Ben
Wolcott, and Stacey
Peters; Juniors-Sarah
Krajicek, Itsa Shash
and Jessica Lathrop;
Sophomores-Chelsea
Bonfiglio, Ruby Siegel,
and Tom Skiles;
Freshman-Nellie

(CONTINUED)

fund the
as well as promoting envi-
ronmental wellness, one
of the
mary focuses. Graduation
is coming up fast and al-
though we may lose many
of our senior members,
the future looks bright for
the FLC Biology Club and
Tri-BETA Honor Society.
Congratulations to all of
the graduating seniors.
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*  Maribeth Simon Clark
(1965) is an Elemen-
tary science teacher
in Pacific Grove CA.
She is married to
Steve Clark.

*  Mitch Burns (1996) is
a water quality liaison
with the EPA for the
Southern Ute Tribe.

*  Brandy Padilla (2006)
was accepted into the
post-bac medical
school medical bridge
program at UNM in
Albuquerque.

McLean, Katherine
Cumbie and Colton
Andersen.

*  Rachael Hanna, Sen-
ior, has received of-
fers from John Hop-
kins and Vanderbilt
Universities for sum-
mer research pro-
grams. She has de-
cided to go with John
Hopkins!

you to the corners of your
smiles, to the highest of

Bi ol o9 Yourhbpeshdtite wiR-" i -

dows of your opportunities,
and to the most special
places your heart has ever
k n o w n~Author
Unknown

Tri-BETA honor members:
Brian Ayers, Sarah Begay,
Monica Dias, Jesse Lanci,

Scott Hesfon, student in
Microbiology

The Biology
Club will be
selling
recycled
grocery bags
at local
merchants!

Rebecca Crew, Senior, has been
accepted in the graduate program
for Molecular, Cellular and
Integrated Neuro Sciences
at Colorado State University.

hotpleViytoiyg s FEPBARIMMOON; 5 Kk e

Heather Rietz, and
Dezaray Varland.

Graduation Seniors:
Jhacie Azure, Katherine
Ewald, Sara Feehan,
Bryan Hollis, Brandon
Lamberson, and Matt
Pickern.
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" 4
Senior Charlie Kolb, dressed
as Dr. Jamieson for Hallow-
een.
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Mission Statement The mission of the Department of Biology is to
instill in our students a profound appreciation for the study of life,
to enhance scientific literacy, to promote a desire for continued
acquisition of scientific knowledge, and to provide the skills neces-
sary to pursue professional positions, independent learning, and
research. Our students should be proficient in written and oral
communication, and they should have a sound background in a
variety of modern biological techniques that will make them adapt-
able to a myriad of professional positions. Our students should be
able to independently develop and conduct research and to dis-
seminate information through a wide array of sources. Our faculty
members are active scholars who are current in their respective
fields of specialty. We will continually strive to update our academic
program as required to reflect the changing needs of society, the
scientific community, and professional positions currently available.
Furthermore, we will continually assess our academic program to
ensure that it is fulfilling the needs of our students and the commu-
nity.

GIVING

Would you like to make a gift to the Biology Department?

I'tds easy! Foll ow the Iinks bel ow.
Online Credit Card: https://secure/fortlewis.edu/makeagift/

Or

Printable form:

http://www.fortlewis.edu/shared/content_objects/ia/donorfrm.pdf
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KEEPING IN TOUCH

Do you want to keep in touch with the news of the Biology Department at Fort Lewis
College? To continue to receive these mailings please fill out the information below and

e-mail it or snail-mail it to:

Barbara Rosten

Fort Lewis College
Department of Biology
1000 Rim Drive
Durango, CO 81301
rosten_b@fortlewis.edu

First Name

Fort Lewis College
Biology Department
Alumni Contact Information

Last Name

Maiden Name

Childrends names and ages_ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _________
Street Address

City State

Country Zip Code Telephone

E-mail

Biology Major Option (circle): General  Cellular and Molecular Environmental

Graduation date

Did you attend graduate/professional school? Yes No

If yes, Where?

Current Position




