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..AND THE WALLS CAME TUMBLING DOWN!'

Construction on the new
$11.6 Biology building
started this summer with
the demolition of part of
the existing Berndt Hall
building. Contractors
fenced off the front lawn
and removed much of the
rock facing for re-use in
the new building. The
building will meet na-
OET T Al

The new building will
house the Biology and
Agriculture departments
along with a new green-
house , animal facilities,
laboratories, classrooms
and offices.

There was a groundbreak-
ing ceremony on October
3, 2008 at 1:30 PM on the
front lawn of Berndt Hall.
President Bartel, Senator
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Jim Isgar, Chair of Biology ‘4

Shere Byrd and Dr. Pre- =
ston Somers were among
the speakers.

FATHER/DAUGHTER TEAM TEACHING

Dr. Tom Compton and his
daughter, Dr. Lee Ann Har-
bison will be team teaching
Bio 110 this fall term.

Dr. Compton retired from
the Writing Program at

Fort Lewis College in 2005.

He taught classes off and
on for the Biology depart-
ment during that time.

Dr. Harbison, recently re-

turned to Durango with her
family from the University
of Texas, Tyler, where she
taught Biology. She re-
ceived her Ph.D. from
Northern Arizona Univer-

sity.
Both are excited to be
teaching together, and Dr.

Harbison states that her
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and great teacher that his

presence alone seems to

demand respect. All the
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BIOLOGY NEWS

A new grant to
aid Native

Trust: Increasing Capacity
to Serve Native American
300AAT 006 EO
the US Department of
Education.

American
students!

Shere Byrd is the principal
investigator for this grant
which will bring approxi-
mately $1.5 million dol-
lars to the college for use
in aiding Native American

students.
20 Biology is the number one
SN oot declared major among
s a“(:_a‘d\e(\?e:me(\\\ Native American fresh-
" \\ \1-\0&3\ \)\(6“‘ men at Fort Lewis College,
0 ety & with one-third of all biol-
@ a“\\(\‘\s‘o ogy majors being Native
o> American.

After 10 years of waiting,
the new Biology building
expansion will feature
improved lab space, but
unfortunately, construc-
tion funds do not include

So far, retirement has been great and
I highly recommend it. | have been as
busy as | can remember, and the sum-
mer flew past very quickly. | have been
doing photography for a book with
Duane Smith, and that is finally off to
UNM Press.| guided a trip to the South
Rim of Grand Canyon for a week, and
guided a two week National Geographic
tour of Zion, Bryce, and North
Rim. Somewhereduring the summerwe
spent a week with our daughter who
just entered an MPH and Psychological
Anthro PhD double degree program at
Case Western ReservelLaura and |
managed a week with visits to Las Vegas
(anyone else an Eddy Izzard
fan?), Grand Staircase and Zion.

THE SEARCH IS

The Biology depart-
ment will begin the search
for three new positions
starting this fall. Dr. Page
Lindsey and Dr. Tom Sluss
have retired and this will
be their last year at Fort
Lewis College. Dr Cath-
erine Ortega has resigned,
and will be working full
time with the San Juan
Institute, a project close to

scientific equipment and
instrumentation to sup-
Avortqnérrdidticd ne@ddary
to prepare graduates for
sciencerelated employ-
ment and graduate stud-
ies.

This grant will allow the
Biology department to
purchase new equipment
that will better prepare
our Native American stu-
dents for the careers in
health-related fields . It
will also help the Biology
Department develop an
accredited Environmental
Health and Safety degree
program.

Another aspect of this
grant is to renovate and

equip the Native American

center so that it can help
with developing retention
programs to better sup-

ON!

her heart.

The search to find a mi-
crobiologist started in

I BCOOOR Al A
the position will be filled
soon. The other two posi-
tions will be advertised
soon. Although it will be
hard to say goodbye to
these three, it is hoped
that we can find just as
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BIOLOGY RECEIVES GRANT FOR NATIVE
AMERICAN STUDENTS
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port the Native American
student in culturally rele-
vant ways.

The Native American Cen-
ter will be able to move to
the College Union Building
during the renovation of
those facilities. This will
allow for development of
contemporary learning
spaces, where stu-
dents/tutors/mentors can
meet, collaborative pro-
jects can be conducted,
culture based learning
activities can be provided,
and small group instruc-
tion can occur.

Congratulations to Dr.
Byrd!

talented and inspiring
replacements!
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ALUMNI TIBITS

*  Tierney Sparks
(2006)
| was accepted at the Uni-
versity of Colorado School
Of Medicine in 2006 for an
MD program. | just com-
pleted two years of didac-
tics, passed Step One of
the Boards, and started
my clerkship year, rotat-
ing through various hospi-
tals throughout Colorado.
Medical school has been
an excellent choice for me
as | have been able to inte-
grate my passion for cellu-
lar biology and human
physiology with compli-

*  Rebecca Crew (2008)

Rebecca decided to post-
pone school for a semes-
ter and continue gathering
lab research experience
before entering Colorado
State University next se-
mester. There, she will
start a second bachelor's
degree in Microbiology
and take some prereqs
classes for the Graduate
Microbiology Program.

VOLUME

cated disease processes
and apply these concepts
to individual patient
health and welkbeing. |
have not decided which
field of medicine | will
ultimately choose, but |
am leaning toward a ca-
reer in primary care.

In addition, | am currently
doing developmental re-
search in the Department
of Psychiatry at University
of Colorado Denver Health
Sciences Center. | arim-
vestigating mastery moti-
vation in infants of moth-

She hopes to start next fall
ET #3580
biology, Immunology, and
Pathology program. She
plans to focus on Bacteri-
ology with a second em-
phasis on Pathology
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ers with and without de-
pressive symptoms, as
well as,investigating the
relationship between ma-
ternal depression and
maternal perceptions of
mastery motivation in
infants.

0&1T 00 , AxEO #1711 ACA

me extremely well for medical

school. The challenging courses

encouraged me to thoroughly

understand pathways and proc-

AOGOAOR T1 0 EBOO
-Tierney Sparks

| recently attended the
Western Student Research
Forum to present my find-
ings in Monterrey, CA. |
plan on continuing my
project throughout medi-
cal school.

(continued on page 6)
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senior thesis project that | want to
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-Rebecca Crew
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WHAT DID YOU DOING DURING YOUR SUMMER

VACATION?®

Drs. Erin Lehmer, Ginny Hut- They studied the timing of the
chins, John Condie, and Sherepr ot ei nd s
bryogenesis and used PCR to asP
sess the amount of MRNA prese
in embryos. Earl will continue
working on this project for an

Byrd all worked with stu-
dents this summer.

Dr. John Condie worked with
senior student Earl Middle-

signaling. Sarah continues to  undergraduate laboratory exercises

ap p e aWorK@this pepigct for arnginder Hsing cuttingedge molecular biol-

endent study this fall and will 09y techniques in the field of ge-
resent her results as a poster afomics. The conference was

e American Society for Cell hosted by California State Univer-
B|0logy annual conference in Slty at Fullerton. She also went to
December 2008. the ABLE (Association for Biology
Laboratory Education) meeting in

. Independent Study this year.
brook in the summer of 2008. Dr. Hutchins attended two con- Toronto, Canada, where she taught
They were investigating the  pr, Hutchins spent a good part offerences in 2008. She attended&Mmajor lab workshop on yeast
regulation of the major histonethe summer of 2008 mentoring DNA Microarray workshop for gene knockou_ts. Dr. Hutchins has
protein variant, H2A.z, during Sarah Jones, a senior Cell and the GCAT (Genome Consortiumrecently submitted a paper based on
Drosophiladevelopment. Molecular Biology student, in for Active Teaching), which is a this work.

projects involving yeast cell group that develops
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Mission Statement The mission of the Department of Biology is to
instill in our students a profound appreciation for the study of life,
to enhance scientific literacy, to promote a desire for continued
acquisition of scientific knowledge, and to provide the skills neces-
sary to pursue professional positions, independent learning, and
research. Our students should be proficient in written and oral
communication, and they should have a sound background in a
variety of modern biological techniques that will make them adapt-
able to a myriad of professional positions. Our students should be
able to independently develop and conduct research and to dis-
seminate information through a wide array of sources. Our faculty
members are active scholars who are current in their respective
fields of specialty. We will continually strive to update our academic
program as required to reflect the changing needs of society, the
scientific community, and professional positions currently available.
Furthermore, we will continually assess our academic program to
ensure that it is fulfilling the needs of our students and the commu-
nity.

GIVING

Would you like to make a gift to the Biology Department?

I'tds easy! Foll ow the Iinks bel ow.
Online Credit Card: https://secure/fortlewis.edu/makeagift/

Or

Printable form:

http://www.fortlewis.edu/shared/content_objects/ia/donorfrm.pdf
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KEEPING IN TOUCH

Do you want to keep in touch with the news of the Biology Department at Fort Lewis
College? To continue to receive these mailings please fill out the information below and
e-mail it or snaikmail it to:

Barbara Rosten

Fort Lewis College
Department of Biology
1000 Rim Drive
Durango, CO 81301
rosten_b@fortlewis.edu

Fort Lewis College
Biology Department
Alumni Contact Information

First Name

Last Name

Maiden Name

Childrends names and ages_ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _________
Street Address

City State

Country Zip Code Telephone

E-mail

Biology Major Option (circle): General  Cellular and Molecular Environmental

Graduation date

Did you attend graduate/professional school? Yes No
If yes, Where?

Current Position




(Tierney zcontinued from
page 3)

Fort Lewis College pre-
pared me extremely well
for medical school. The
challenging courses encour-
aged me to thoroughly un-
derstand pathways and
processes, not just memo-
rize facts. The laboratory
component of each biology
class allowed me to have
early exposure to lab skills
and techniques such as
Western Blots, ELISA, and
bacterial cultures, used in
medical school. The focus
on primary literature inves-
tigations in numerous
classes and the required
senior thesis provided me
with understanding of how
to do literature searches,
how to read primary pa-
pers, and how to apply this
knowledge to further inves-
tigations. FLC definitely
prepared me for the de-
mands of medical school.
Outside of medical school, |

have enjoyed traveling
throughout Guatemala to
continue learning Spanish
and to work in numerous
medical clinics for rural
children. In addition, | have
been busy skiing, climbing
14ers, biking, and running.
Last fall | ran my first mara-
thon, and plan to run a few
more in the future.
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