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 This resource guide is intended to 
assist Fort Lewis College students and 

families with finding services and 
products in the Durango area.  This 
guide is not a complete digest of re‐
sources available.  Inclusion or omis‐
sion of a business should not be con‐

sidered an endorsement or  
criticism by Fort Lewis College.  

 
Durango is a small community, and in 
general, businesses here provide good 
products and services.  However, like 
anywhere, quality, price and availabil‐

ity will vary from establishment to 
establishment. 

 
With the exception of campus‐based 
services, the College does not have  

input to cost or availability of services 
that may be listed in this guide.  The 
College advises students and families 
to consider all options carefully before 
engaging any service or patronizing a 

business.  
 

You will find all listings are in alpha‐
betical order.  Unless otherwise noted, 
the area code is (970) and the  city is 

 Durango, CO. 81301. 
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Housing 

Where do I find...?
Where do I find...?
Where do I find...?   

 
In the tradition of liberal arts colleges, Fort Lewis College requires 
Freshman students (with few exceptions) to live on campus.  
Other students may opt for campus housing or off‐campus alter‐
natives.   
 
 
Considering Your Options 
While it may sound cliché, making a housing choice that fits your 
lifestyle will require you to do your homework.  Knowing the ac‐
tual costs, in both dollars and conveniences, may lead you to a 
different decision than you anticipate.  For example, students of‐
ten seek to live off‐campus as a choice for independence.  Living 
off campus means a student must be prepared to handle grocery 
shopping and cooking, pay utilities, maintain reliable transporta‐
tion, and manage roommate issues.  Some students prefer the free‐
dom that campus living provides, where cooking, utilities and 
transportation are not daily issues. 
 
What’s important is that you choose the option that works best for 
you and your budget — even if your friends make different 
choices.  In the end, your decision should be based on  personal 
preferences and lifestyle accommodations. 
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About one‐third of students live in campus housing.  Living on cam‐
pus, youʹll  have close access to professors, the library, classrooms, 
recreation center, cafeteria and the Community Concert Hall.  Man‐
aged by professional College staff, campus housing is run with stu‐
dent needs in mind such as 9‐month leases, all‐inclusive rent, and 
meal‐plan options.  Students may also choose special residential pro‐
grams to enhance the campus living experience.  

Fort Lewis College Housing &Conference Services  
(970) 247-7503 
www.fortlewis.edu/student_housing 
 
Student Handbook (includes Student Housing Guide) 
http://www.fortlewis.edu/shared/content/student_affairs//student_handbook.pdf 
 

Campus Housing 

Faculty In Residence Program  ‐ Animas Hall 
The Faculty In Residence (FIR) program, fosters intellectual curios‐
ity by taking the student‐teacher relationship outside the class‐
room and into the living environment.  Students experience a mix 
of casual residential interactions and purposeful programs that 
foster dialogue in areas such as education, social responsibility, 
civic engagement and personal growth.  

Living Learning Communities 

Living‐Learning Communities  (LLCs) promote exploration, expe‐
riential learning, and friendship by placing students with com‐
mon interests into themed housing.  Choices include: 

• Hungry Minds 
• ISIS (In Self In Sync) 
• LIFE (Learning to Invest in 

the Future of the Earth) 

• Creative Intersections House 
• Adventure House 
• Global Village 
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 Residence Halls 
Convenience is the key word here.  Stu-
dents who choose to live on campus, can 
look forward to: 
• Non-smoking environment 
• School-year leases  
• Furnished room 
• All utilities included (electric, heat, 

cable, telephone, & Internet) 
• Laundry facilities in complex 
• Varied accommodations (suites, double, single rooms) 
• Parking on campus (with permit) 
• Meal plan required (choose the one that fits your needs) 
• Campus security 24/7 
 

 

Campus Apartments 
Students that want a greater degree of 
autonomy will find the campus apartments 
to be a good option.  Due to popularity, 
apartments are generally limited to stu-
dents with sophomore standing and up, 
and families.  
 

• School year lease (summer leases also available) 
• Furnished units 
• All utilities included (electric, heat, cable, telephone, & Internet) 
• Full kitchen in each unit (meal plan optional) 
• Laundry facility in complex 
• Parking on campus (with permit) 
• Meal plan options (not required) 
• Campus security 24/7 
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When planning to live off‐campus, finding the right setting means   
considering your lifestyle, roommate preferences, and finances.  
Remember to budget for the “hidden” costs too, such as gasoline 
for your car and travel time to and from campus.  You’ll find Du‐
rango has many rental choices.  Internet, word‐of‐mouth, and 
property managers are all good sources for finding the right place 
for you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Living at Home 
Students with family in the Durango area may opt to live 
at home while attending college.  The obvious advantage 
is economic.  But students who live at home cite other 
benefits as well, including family support, meals and 
laundry, and not having to pack and unpack belongings.  
Freshman students may apply for a campus residence 
waiver if they plan to live at home.  Contact Fort Lewis 
College Student Housing & Conference Services at 247‐
7503. 
 

Off-Campus Housing 
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Housing KnowHousing KnowHousing Know---HowHowHow   

Legal Aid 
Associated Students of Fort Lewis College (ASFLC), your stu‐
dent government, funds a campus‐based Legal Aid service so 
that students may speak with a local attorney who can an‐
swer legal questions, briefly review documents such as leases, 
and explain  legal options.  Because Legal Aid is funded 
through student fees, there is no additional cost to students 
who use this service.  Registered students are able to meet 
with an attorney during regularly‐scheduled Legal Aid ses‐
sions (offered nine times per school year).  Please note that 
Legal Aid discussions are not a substitute for retaining a 
qualified attorney if your particular matter requires addi‐
tional or specific legal advice.  
 
 
Legal Aid sessions are held in the 
ASFLC Senate Chambers. 
For the most up‐to‐date Legal Aid 
schedule, please contact the 
College Information Desk  
(247‐7010). 
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Lease InformationLease InformationLease Information   

   
Landlord-Tenant FAQs 
The Colorado Division of Housing has a webpage set up to 
answer your questions.  It explains rental terminology and 
your rights as a tenant.  Before signing a lease or rental 
agreement, look this over: 
http://www.dola.state.co.us/cdh/researchers/documents/Advances/tenant‐l.htm. 

 
Security Deposit Required 
The security deposit is intended to offset any damages or 
unpaid rent. Your responsibilities and requirements for the 
return of the deposit should be outlined in your lease. Be 
sure to keep a copy of your security deposit check. 

BASIC PRINCIPLES OF YOUR LEASE 
• If you make any agreements with your manage‐

ment not listed in the lease, put them in writing 
and ask the manager to sign the amend‐
ments.  

• Keep a copy of all documents and correspon‐
dence with your manager: lease contract, apart‐
ment inventory form, cancelled checks, agree‐
ments, repair requests, letter, etc. 

• If you break the lease, you still may be li‐
able for the full amount of the rent for all re‐
maining months on the lease. 

 
READ YOUR LEASE CAREFULLY BEFORE SIGNING IT. 

A lease is a legally binding contract between the resident(s) and 
property owner(s), which spells out the conditions under which 
housing is rented.  If any party to the lease does not fulfill the 
lease obligations, the other party may take legal action.  You 
should fully understand your rights and responsibilities as out‐
lined in a lease agreement before signing. 
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 Signing A Lease 
A lease is a binding legal contract in which you agree to pay rent 
in return for use of a specific housing unit.  All terms of your 
lease should be in writing.  Verbal agreements do not protect 
your rights or property privileges.  No matter how nice the land‐
lord appears, get all agreements in writing and have them signed. 
 

 

BEFORE you sign a lease, ask a few questions: 
 

• What is the total move‐in cost? 
(security, cleaning, and pet deposits, first month’s rent) 

• Are any utilities included in the monthly rent? 
(electric, gas, telephone, cable, Internet) 

• What are the additional costs for utilities not included in rent?           
        (new service deposits and monthly cost) 
• Does the unit come furnished? 
• What is the lease period? 
• What if I change my mind and want to break my lease? 
• What if my roommate leaves, am I obligated to continue the 
        lease? 
• Are there laundry facilities on site? 
• What type of security is available on property? 
• What are the parking options and costs? (parking fees) 
• How close are services like markets and shopping? 
• Does the “T” or bus service have a stop nearby? 
• What is the distance/time to campus? (by car or bus) 
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Roommates and Leases 
If your roommate moves out during the lease term, management will 
hold those who have signed the lease responsible for any rent due 
and/or damage.  Because of this liability, you should be careful in 
selecting a roommate. 
 
We recommend that you consider signing a Roommate Contract.  For 
a sample Roommate Contract, please click on: 
 
http://wwwstage.fortlewis.edu/shared/content/student_affairs/Durango_411_Roommate_Contract.docx 

Roommate ContractRoommate ContractRoommate Contract   
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Action Property Rentals 
48 County Road 250 
382-0134  
 
 
AREM Property Mgmt Inc. 
1201 Main Ave. 
247-8299  
 
 
Blue Ribbon Properties 
835 Main Ave. 
247-8388 
 
 
Durango Housing Corp. 
650 Valentine Drive 
247-2788 
 

Durango Property Management 
3473 Main Ave. 
259-5612  
www.durangorentals.com/ 
 
Good Deeds Real Estate 
2303 County Road 204 
259-3737  
 
 
The Property Manager (TPM) 
1474 Main Ave. 
259-0222  
www.rentdurango.com/ 

Durango Herald Newspaper 
www.durangherald.com/classifieds 
 
Craig’s List 
http://westslope.craigslist.org 

Property Management Companies 

Where to begin...Where to begin...  

Newspaper/Internet 
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 Moving In 

As they say, a picture is worth a thou‐
sand words.  Before you move into 
your unit, walk through with your 
landlord to make sure everything is in 
working order (appliances, doors, win‐
dows, locks, smoke detectors, faucets).  
Take pictures of the condition of the 
unit and store them in a safe place.  If 
anything needs repair, get it in writing 
exactly when the landlord will fix or 
replace the item(s). 

 
 
Moving Out 
 
Be sure to give your landlord adequate notice that you plan 
to terminate your lease (a minimum timeframe will be 
listed in your lease, usually 30 days).  Begin packing and 
cleaning the unit  well in advance 
of your move out date.  To get 
your deposit back, you must re‐
turn the unit in the same condition 
as you received it (look at those 
pictures you took on move‐in day).  
Once the unit is empty and clean, 
walk through with your landlord 
and take pictures to document the 
unit’s final condition.  Don’t forget… change your address 
with the post office, and call your utility companies to ar‐
range final bills with each. 
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Consider joining this fun program that helps 
new students transition to college life.  Stu‐
dents gain 

• support and friendship while away from 
home; 

• a friendly introduction to the Durango 
area and Southwest Colorado; and 

• real‐life perspective apart from the everyday college          
perspective. 

How does it work? 
You are partnered with a Host Family (you don’t live with the 
Host Family, but you can visit their home).  Together, you can 
choose to go on outings to explore the area, share meals, ex‐
change phone calls, or just enjoy each other’s friendship.  There 
are also several Host Family social events planned during the 
school year. 

Can my friend and I be partnered with the 
same Host Family? 
We do our best to accommodate such requests. 
 
Is there a program fee? 
No, but depending on the activities you choose 
to do with your Host Family, you might have 
some expenses. 

How do I sign up? 
For more information on this program, contact: 

 

Office of Student Affairs 247-7573  

http://www.fortlewis.edu/administrative_services/student_affairs/host_family_program.aspx 

 

Host Family ProgramHost Family ProgramHost Family Program   
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Utilities & Services 
Utilities are included in campus housing.  For students who 
choose to live off campus, you will need to ask your landlord/
property manager which utilities, if any, are including in your 
rent.  Oftentimes, it is the student tenant’s responsibility to 
arrange utility turn-on and pay utility deposits.  Check with 
your landlord as to which providers are available in your area.   
 
At a minimum, student tenants will need electric and heating 
(either natural gas or propane).  Additional utilities to consider 
are cable or satellite and telephone.  Students can access the 
Internet through the Fort Lewis College network on campus.  
But, if you are living off campus, you will need to have Internet 
access through telephone, cable, or satellite. 
 
Although natural gas is available in most parts of the City of 
Durango, outside the city most properties use propane for 
heating and possibly for cooking.  When renting a house look 
for the name of the propane provider on the tank.  Propane 
tanks and fill service stay with the same company.  To avoid 
running out of propane, place a “keep filled” order with your 
propane provider.  This means the propane company will check 
the tank periodically and fill as needed.  Otherwise, propane 
companies assume the customer will call to order a fill. 

 
 
 

Where do I find...?
Where do I find...?
Where do I find...?   

Electric 
La Plata Electric Association, Inc. 
P.O. Drawer H, Durango, CO 81302 
247-5786 
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Natural Gas & Propane 
 

Amerigas 
828 County Road 501 
Bayfield, CO  81122 
884-2629 
 
Atmos Energy Company  
P.O. Box 2528 
247-3813 

Basin Co-Op Inc. 
26103 Hwy. 160 
247-3066 

Mesa Propane Inc. 
13665 Hwy. 550  
247-9139 
 
 
 
 

Telephone, Cable & Internet 
 
Alltel Communications 
82 Bodo Drive 
247-3111 

Ensignal-Verizon 
2800 Main Ave. 
385-4499  

Qwest Communications 
950 E. 2nd Ave. 
422-4328 

Bresnan Communications 
146 E. 15th St. 
800-317-9082 
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Water, Sewer & Trash 
 
City of Durango 
949 E. 2nd Ave. 
375-5000 
 
City of Bayfield 
11 W. Mill St., Bayfield, CO 81122 
884-9544  
 
City of Ignacio 
540 Goddard Avenue, Ignacio, CO 81137 
563-9494  
 
Waste Management of 4-Corners 
258 Stewart St., Durango, CO 81303 
247-1821 
 
WCA Transit Waste 
505-634-2511 
749-2802 (local agent) 
 
Bear Smart Durango 
749-4262 
Bear-proof container services 
 
 

Recycling 
 
Sustainable Services 
710 Tech Center Drive 
375-4834 
http://durangogov.org/green/index.cfm 

 

Phoenix Recycling & Data Protection 
375-1300 



19 

 
Coin Laundry & Dry Cleaners 
 
Yes, it eventually happens… you run out of clean clothes.  So, now 
what?   

 
On‐Campus 
Each residence hall and apartment complex 
has laundry facilities available on site.  You 
can use quarters or your SkyCard to operate 
equipment. The cost is $1.50/wash and 
$1.00/dry.  Liquid laundry detergent is rec-
ommended. 
 
 

Off Campus 
 

Bodo Quality Cleaners 
303 Sawyer Dr.  
385-7761 

City Cleaners 
1514 Main Ave. 
247-3904 

Florida Laundry* 
1449 Florida Road 
382-9274 

King Center Laundry* 
1127 Camino del Rio 
259-2060 

North Main Coin Laundry* 
2980 Main Ave. 
259-0776 

Town Plaza Coin Laundry* 
36 Town Plaza 
259-0776   *Internet access/WiFi 
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Laundry Tips 
 
Many college students are new to doing laundry.  Here are a few 
tips (and some websites) to help you get the job done: 
 

• Sort your clothes into 
darks, lights, and reds (reds 
can bleed onto other colors 
and ruin clothing—it’s best 
to keep reds separate). 

 
• Doing clothes and towels in 

separate loads helps speed 
up the laundry process. 

 
• Pre-treat stains with a stain 

remover spray or gel stick. 
 
• Use liquid detergent to 

avoid un-dissolved soap staining on clothing. 
 
• Don’t stuff the washing machine.  Loosely fill the washing 

machine about two-thirds full. 
 
• When wash cycle ends, move clothes to the dryer quickly.  

Damp clothes that sit in the washer get wrinkled and will 
smell funny. 

 
• Adding a dryer sheet to the drying cycle will help reduce 

static cling and give your clothes a nice scent. 
 
How to Do Laundry in 5 Easy Steps 
www.survivingcollegelife.com/2007/09/27/how‐to‐do‐your‐laundry‐in‐5‐easy‐steps/ 
 
Laundry Tips from the Whirlpool Institute of Fabric Science 
www.instituteoffabricscience.org/content.jsp?pageName=college3 
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FoodFoodFood   
For students, hunger and food shopping are as likely to occur at 
11:00 pm as it is at 11:00 am.  So where do you go to fill up your 
shopping cart or grab some quick study reinforcements?  Durango 
is second only to San Francisco for restaurants per capita in the 
western United States, so finding one won’t be difficult.  But for 
groceries, natural foods, quick stops, or on‐campus options, the 
following lists should help.  Oh, and don’t forget to check out the 
Food Safety podcast links and info later in this section. 

Where do I find...? 

Albertson’s (& pharmacy) 
311 College Ave. 
382-2224 
 
City Market Food & Pharmacy 
6 Town Plaza 
247-4475 
 
City Market Food & Pharmacy 
3130 N. Main Ave. 
259-0240 
 
Durango Natural Foods 
575 8th St.  
247-8129 
 
Nature’s Oasis 
300 S. Camino del Rio 
247-1988 

Natural Grocers 
1123 Camino del Rio 
247-4100 
 
Sunnyside Farms Market 
350 S. Camino del Rio 
375-6400 
 
Wal Mart Supercenter (& pharmacy) 
1155 Camino del Rio 
259-8792 
(open 24 hours) 
 
 

Supermarkets & Natural Foods 
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 Convenience Stores  
Most of these stores also offer gasoline, so you can fill up your 
other tank, too. 

Conoco* 
901 Camino del Rio 
259-3613  
 
Conoco* 
1991 Main Ave. 
247-3763 
 
Diamond Shamrock/ 
Corner Store 
1801 Main Ave. 
247-2911  
 
Everyday Store 
799 College  
247-0988 
 
Exxon Corp. 
600 4th Ave. 
247-0262  
 
Exxon Corp. 
1680 Main Ave. 
259-5260 

Exxon-Four Star 
1220 Carbon Junction 
259-2499 
 
Exxon-Tempo 
20800 W. Hwy. 160 
247-0572 
 
Giant Service Station*  
602 Camino del Rio 
247-4165 
 
 
7 to Eleven 
1854 Main Ave. 
247-3224 
 
Skyridge Village Center  
100 Jenkins Ranch 
247-2669 
 
 
*  open 24 hours 

Pharmacies 

Rite-Aid Pharmacy 
28 Town Plaza 
247-5057 

Walgreen Drug Stores 
2701 Main Ave.  
385-1055 

(additional pharmacies located at all major grocery stores in town )
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Campus Dining 
River Rock Café 
Located on the main level of the College Union Building, this is our 
main dining room.  It is open 7 days a week to all students, staff, 
faculty, guests and the public. Open breakfast, lunch and dinner 
Monday-Friday; brunch and dinner on weekends. 

Hungry Hawk Café 
Located on the lower level of the College Union Building, the Café 
offers both made-to-order food (Ultimate Baja, 155° Grill, Deli & 
Wraps, smoothies) and grab-n-go items (Durango Coffee, Durango 
Bagels, fresh muffins, sandwiches and salads).  Open 9:30 am-7:30 pm 

Monday-Friday; 12:00 pm-7:30 pm weekends. 

On-Campus Food 

Campus Grab‐N‐Go 

Jazzman’s Café 
Located in Berndt Hall, this popular spot 
serves specialty coffees, smoothies, bever-
ages, muffins, sandwiches, and more.  Open 
breakfast and lunch on weekdays.  Closed 
weekends. 

Café a la Cart 
Located in Jones Hall, the Cart is a convenient stop for coffee, bever-
ages, breakfast and lunch items on weekdays. Closed weekends. 

Night Hawk 
Located in Cooper Residence Hall, serves late night snacks and grab-n-
go meals and beverages.  Open Sunday—Thursday 8:00 pm-11:00 pm. 
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Meal Plans 
Not just for campus residents — commuter students and cam-
pus residents will both find a variety of meal plans that can 
work for you.  
 
With as few as five meals per week to unlimited plans with 
flex dollars, there’s something for everyone.  Check out your 
options at: 
http://www.fortlewis.edu/cmsdocs/CampusDining/index.asp  
 

Special Needs? 
Campus Dining works hard to accommodate student needs.  If 
you have special circumstances, call Campus Dining in advance 
to make arrangements (247‐8141). 

• Special Dietary Requirements - the Chef will be happy 
to work with you to meet your special dietary needs. 

• Sick and unable to come to dinner - 
have a friend bring your ID Card to 
the River Rock Cafe. They will be glad 
to have your friend pick up a meal for 
you.  

• Dining on the Run - For when you 
don't have time to eat in the River 
Rock Cafe. Request your meal 24 hours in advance. 






























	DURANGO 411
	Housing
	Considering Your Options
	Campus Housing
	Off-Campus Housing
	Housing Know How
	Lease Information
	Roommate Contract
	Where to Begin
	Host Family Program

	Utilities & Services
	Electric
	Natural Gas & Propane
	Telephone, Cable & Internet
	Water, Sewer & Trash
	Recycling
	Coin Laundry & Dry Cleaners
	Laundry Tips

	Food
	Supermarkets & Natural Foods
	Convenience Stores & Pharmacies
	Campus Dining & Grab-N-Go
	Meal Plans & Special Needs
	Food Tips

	Transportation
	Air Transportation
	Public Transportation
	Bike Paths & Walking Trails
	Durango Mountain Resort

	Medical, Health & Wellness
	Health Insurance
	Campus Health & Counseling Centers
	Indian Health Services
	Urgent Care, Emergency & Hospitals
	Crisis Support & Hotlines

	Safety On & Off Campus
	Emergencies
	Walking on Campus at Night
	Living in Mountain Country
	Being Prepared

	FAQs from Students
	Sources & Links

